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Is the traditional, accepted view of the life of Christ in some way incomplete?â€¢ Is it possible Christ

did not die on the cross?â€¢ Is it possible Jesus was married, a father, and that his bloodline still

exists?â€¢ Is it possible that parchments found in the South of France a century ago reveal one of

the best-kept secrets of Christendom?â€¢ Is it possible that these parchments contain the very heart

of the mystery of the Holy Grail?According to the authors of this extraordinarily provocative,

meticulously researched book, not only are these things possible â€” they are probably true! so

revolutionary, so original, so convincing, that the most faithful Christians will be moved; here is the

book that has sparked worldwide controversey."Enough to seriously challenge many traditional

Christian beliefs, if not alter them."â€” Los Angeles Times Book Review"Like Chariots of the

Gods?...the plot has all the elements of an international thriller."â€” NewsweekFrom the Paperback

edition.
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First off, I have never read "The Da Vinci Code." Let's get that out of the way right from the start

since it seems most people who read "Holy Blood, Holy Grail" did so because of the enormous

popularity of the Brown book. No, I read "Holy Blood" because I love reading about conspiracy

theories--UFOs, the Kennedy assassination, Britney Spears's success--anything that concerns the

unexplainable. I actually came across this title about six years ago when I was reading several

books about British Israelism, and only recently picked it up after accidentally stumbling over it on

one of my Internet excursions. When I began describing the contents of this book to a family



member, she quickly mentioned "The Da Vinci Code." I now see that Brown's book apparently

borrowed its plot from "Holy Blood, Holy Grail," thereby bringing this esoteric theory about Christ,

the Merovingian dynasty, and Mary Magdalene to a new generation of readers. I will say that

Baigent's book is the grandest conspiracy theory I have ever read. There are conspiracy theories,

and there are CONSPIRACY THEORIES. "Holy Blood, Holy Grail" is the mother of all conspiracy

theories; fifty stories tall and decked out in neon letters with sprinkles on top. If any of this is true,

western civilization as we know it is undone.The mystery examined in this book first came to public

attention roughly a century ago, when an obscure French priest named Berenger Sauniere

assumed his post in the village of Rennes-le-Chateau in Southern France. The priest uncovered

some ancient, mysterious documents in an abandoned church near his village. Intrigued, he took

them to the local bishop, who then instructed Sauniere to head to Paris and consult some "experts"

there.

Holy Blood, Holy Grail is well worth reading by anyone whose interest was piqued by The Da Vinci

Code. It is essentially two histories: the history of the First Crusade and its antecedents, and the

history of Christianity immediately following the Crucifixion.The first history is very meticulously done

and it holds our interest throughout an exposition of potentially tedious research. Granted, the

conclusions are based on the existence of secret and hitherto unknown documents that serve as

their Rosetta Stone, but even the skeptical will find the tapestry the authors weave to be an

interesting one.The second history, which purports to show that Christ was married to Mary

Magdalene and all that, is much less thorough and much more overtly speculative. Whereas the

underlying documentary evidence of the Knights Templar may be a bit obscure, the Bible has been

dissected in public and in detail for two millennia. Here, the authors purport no Rosetta Stone, and

although the exposition is interesting, it does not have even a patina of research. One gets the

feeling throughout of a conclusion being sought in the ambiguous language of the first four Gospels

of the New Testament, a trick played by many before this.If you are not a Biblical scholar or a

scholar of pre-Medieval history but are interested in these subjects, this book will hold your interest.

It is not ultimately convincing in the least but it presents the material in a very interesting and

readable way. Scholars will undoubtedly quibble, but a layperson will find it interesting.Is it possible

to summarize our story briefly?
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